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Since the world is the objectified will of God, everything
that we find is essentially God in reality, because divine will
cannot be thought to be different from God,

But we must not forget that although everything is God,
or to use the popular saying although God is present in every-
thing, His manifestation takes diverse forms ranging from a
material atom to man. From the divine standpoint, every-
thing is thus the same. But from the standpoint of a self
we can make distinction in the worldly objects on the basis of
the extent of consciousness present to them.

Thus a pebble contains the smallest amount of conscious-
ness. That means the inert objects have little consciousness.
We can say that consciousness seems to be asleep there. The
finer the things, the more dense is the consciousness. In man
this consciousness seems to have attained maximum cons-
ciousness to be perceived in the universe.

But there is no reason to think that man embodies the
maximum extent of consciousness. There may be beings who
contain a greater amount of consciousness, although we are
not aware of their presence. However, it must be accepted
that entire extent of consciousness is found only in God, who
is in fact consciousness by nature.

The possible gradations of beings therefore can be

1)   Beings in which consciousness is absolutely asleep as
is the case with material things.

2)   Beings with  a little consciousness  as is the case with
the trees, flowers etc..

(3)   Beings with somewhat greater degree of consciousness
as is the case with insects like ants etc.

(4)   Beings with still greater degree of consciousness as is
the case with animals like dogs, deer etc.

(5)   Beings with .a still greater and finer dimension of cons-
ciousness as in the case with human beings.